Best Neighborhood Bar/South (2008)

Town Kitchen and Bar

7301 Red Rd., South Miami 33143; 305-740-8118,
www.townkitchenbar.com

Readers' Choice: Sunset Tavern

South Miami is rapidly becoming like a miniature South Beach, with fancy
cars, inconsiderate pedestrians, and a complete parking clusterf**k. Who's
to blame? We think hot newish restaurant/bar Town started the fire.
Daytime, it's ideal for an early afternoon drink-up on the weekend. By early
evening it's a classy, trendy, minimalist restaurant that specializes in "global
comfort food" like brick oven pizzas and yummy parmesan-truffle fries. By
night it's bumpin', with crowds of trendy 20- and 30-somethings, clutching
martini glasses as they spill out into the street. The food is delicious — just
try the grilled Caribbean jerk churrasco steak salad, it's $15 and to die for
— but we keep going back for the cocktails. Town's got a classy clientele
and a wide variety of actually delicious martinis, and a big beer menu that
includes Chimay and other exotic ales. Try the Towntini — a swirl of Absolut
Mandarin Vodka, Cointreau, pineapple juice, cranberry juice, and a
mandarin orange garnish for $10. You'll feel like you've been transported to
an elegant hotel on Collins Avenue, even though the glowing sign of Sunset
Place hangs in the near distance.



